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Asia Pacific Tax

Tax controversy in Asia Pacific: Implications and takeaways 
(Part 3)  
> 7 April, 2:00 – 3:00 PM SGT (GMT +8)
Hosts: Colin Little and Neil Pereira
Presenters: Kevin Ng, Cindy Sukiman, and Ketan Ved 

Corporate Income Tax

Structuring for special-purpose acquisition company (SPAC) 
listing, tax consequence and other key aspects 
> 27 May, 2:00 – 3:00 PM SGT (GMT +8)
Host: Hemal Mehta
Presenters: Hemal Mehta, Jack Tey, and Hong Ye

Over the past decade, special purpose acquisition companies 
(SPACs) have gained popularity in the global markets. The year 
2020 has been the year of SPAC with a record fund raise of 
around US$83 billion and more than 50 percent of the listing 
transactions in the United States having been executed through 
SPACs. In the first few months of 2021, the momentum of fund 
raising in US through SPAC has increased multi-folds with  
European region also raising funds through SPAC. Asia Pacific 
has recently witnessed its first SPAC getting close to fruition in 
the recent times. This has garnered a lot of interest in the  
business and the investor community, eliciting several  
questions from them on various aspects related to SPAC.  
In near future, it is expected that Asia Pacific will also catch on 
to SPAC fund raising wave soon. We'll discuss:
•	An overview of SPAC.
•	Structures, listing, and tax consequences and other key 

aspects.
•	Takeaways and the way forward.

Emerging Production Linked Incentives Schemes: What's in 
it for you?  
> 29 April, 2:00 – 3:00 PM SGT (GMT +8)
Host: Neeru Ahuja
Presenters: Neeru Ahuja, Gulzar Didwania, and P S Eashwaran 

The Government of India has been consistently focusing on 
fiscal reforms to drive the "Make in India" campaign. Recently, 
Production Linked Incentive (PLI) schemes have been being 
instituted by the Federal Government which provide incentives 
to organizations undertaking manufacturing activities in India 
and is applicable to both domestic sales and to exports from 
India. The PLI schemes are sector focused and currently cover 
13 different sectors. These schemes can be availed in  
parallel with state incentives as well as corporate tax  
concessions emerging from legal entity structuring. The early 
rounds of PLI notifications had significant patronage which has 
encouraged the government to explore extending it to  
additional sectors beyond the 13. Given this in context, we will 
discuss:
•	The Indian economy in perspective and the focus on  

manufacturing.
•	Overview of PLI schemes issued by Federal Government.
•	Sector coverage and interplay with State Industrial Policies.
•	 Interlinkages with legal entity structuring and supply chain 

implications.
•	Concessional corporate tax rates for new manufacturing  

entities and incentives to support employment generation.
•	 Impact for businesses.

The tax environment is changing rapidly with tax authorities 
once again becoming more focused on tax disputes post all the 
government relief provided because of Covid-19. In part 3 of 
our 3 part Tax Controversy series, we review the administrative 
and practical approach of the tax authorities to controversy and 
disputes in the region. We'll discuss:
•	Tax authorities approach to controversy and disputes in the 

region.
•	Key takeaways.
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Asia Pacific Tax
Geography Updates
China electronic VAT special invoices: Impact and  
opportunities
> 8 April, 2:00 – 3:00 PM SGT (GMT +8)
Host: Lily Li
Presenters: Roger Qu and Candy Tang

The Chinese tax authorities have launched the e-special VAT 
invoice pilot program on all newly registered VAT payers in 
China. While the timeline for rolling out this pilot to the existing 
enterprises is yet to be seen, it is generally expected that this 
pilot may be rolled out in phases in 2021. The implementation 
of e-special VAT invoice would bring significant impact on the 
operations of VAT special invoices in terms of issuance, usage, 
management, and archiving. This would affect all taxpayers in 
all industries in China. We'll discuss:  
•	 Introduction of the background and latest developments of 

the e-special VAT invoice program.
•	The opportunities and challenges to taxpayers.
•	Recommendations on the way forward.

Transfer Pricing
Transfer pricing implications of the effects of COVID-19 and 
recent developments in Southeast Asia  
> 6 May, 2:00 – 3:00 PM SGT (GMT +8)
Host: Carlo Navarro  
Presenters: Avik Bose, Shivaji Das, Subhabrata Dasgupta,  
Hanh Dinh Mai, and Stuart Simons

In December 2020, the OECD published "Guidance on transfer 
pricing under COVID-19" (Guidance on the Transfer Pricing 
Implications of the COVID-19 pandemic). This guidance focuses 
on how the arm's length principle and the OECD Transfer 
Pricing Guidelines apply to issues that may arise in the context 
of COVID-19. Our Southeast Asia (SEA) Partners will discuss how 
the tax authorities in SEA may treat COVID-19 related costs and 
losses and may view the recommendations on comparability 
by the OECD. We will be using case studies to demonstrate how 
the different tax authorities in SEA will react to a common set of 
issues arising in SEA.

Moreover, the different SEA jurisdictions have seen significant 
changes in their regulations in the second half of 2020. In this 
session, we will provide an update on the changing regulatory 
environment in SEA. Specifically, we will be discussing:
•	Treatment of allocation of COVID-19 losses or costs to limited 

risk entities in SEA.
•	Acceptance of loss making companies as comparables and 

other comparability adjustments.
•	Changes to the transfer pricing regulations and update on 

important transfer pricing controversies in SEA.

For program information, visit www.deloitte.com/ap/dbriefs 2



Asia Pacific Tax
Indirect Tax

Recent developments in the Malaysia Sales Tax and Service 
Tax  
> 20 May, 2:00 – 3:00 PM SGT (GMT +8)
Host: Eng Yew Tan  
Presenters: Nicholas Lee and Larry James Sta Maria

Since the reintroduction of the Sales Tax and Service Tax regime 
in Malaysia, there has been considerable confusion and  
uncertainty in its scope and application. The confusion has 
largely arisen due to the frequent amendments to the Law and 
the guidance released by the authority that have served to  
expand and redefine the scope of the tax whilst providing  
limited exemptions. In this session, we will attempt to  
deconstruct some of the more critical changes and  
developments. We'll discuss: 
•	Recent technical developments.
•	The audit environment including the current status of GST 

closure audits. 
•	Key industry and business issues.
•	Potential new developments.

GST considerations for inbound investors into Australia, 
and updates on stamp duty/property taxes and customs 
issues 
> 11 May, 2:00 – 3:00 PM SGT (GMT +8)
Host: David Ware 
Presenters: Frank Ayles, Nicholas Clifton, and David Ware

Australia has some unique rules relating to GST on financial 
supplies which should be considered during the investment 
structuring process. We'll discuss the key GST considerations for 
inbound investors, including:
•	 Increasing GST recovery on transaction costs by consideration 

of Reduced Input Tax Credits and the Financial Acquisitions 
Threshold.

•	The use of the borrowing concession. 
•	The application of Indirect Tax Sharing Agreements for share 

acquisitions.
We will also look at the latest issues in Australian stamp duty 
including the New South Wales Property Tax proposal as well as 
the latest Australian customs issues including opportunities to 
optimize customs duty costs, an overview of recent tariff  
classification court decisions as well as an overview of the 
opportunity/benefits that are available to Australian Trusted 
Traders.
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Asia Pacific Tax

Remote work: Setting the right strategy 
> 3 June, 2:00 – 3:00 PM SGT (GMT +8)
Host: Dion Thai Phuong 
Presenters: Vijay Bharech, John Figi, and Ellen Tong

The landscape of remote work is changing rapidly as the  
pandemic has accelerated the future of work. For many  
businesses, there will be reduced importance as to where work 
is done and increased focus on how work is done, leveraging 
robotics, automation, digital capabilities, connected platforms, 
tools and techniques. We are seeing remote work come to life 
in several scenarios today, and each has different features, 
challenges and possible approaches. Our discussion will also 
include a review of alternative employment models such as a 
GEC and where these may or may not be attractive remote work 
solutions. This session will focus on how companies are:
•	Navigating challenges including tracking and managing  

employee and employer risk and compliance.
•	Developing a decision making framework to manage remote 

work requests and mitigate compliance risk.
•	Developing remote work policy, processes and governance 

models to implement long-term remote working solutions.

For program information, visit www.deloitte.com/ap/dbriefs 4

Discover Deloitte tax@hand 
Your global tax destination for the issues that matter. How 
can you stay ahead? Understand what changes are  
unfolding in the global tax landscape. Be informed so 
that you can turn change into opportunity. Download the 
mobile app from the Apple App Store or Google Play for 
the only global, personalized tax news, and information 
resource designed for tax professionals.
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About Dbriefs

How to join Dbriefs
1. Visit www.deloitte.com/ap/dbriefs 
2. Click on "Join Dbriefs" in the right-hand column. 
3. Enter your profile information. 
4. Using the menus, select the webcast series that are right for you. 
5. Submit your profile.

Once you are a Dbriefs subscriber, you can sign up for individual webcasts via  
registration emails for your chosen series. After you register for your first webcast, you 
will have access to our Express Registration, which allows you to save time by  
registering and logging in to future webcasts using only your email address.

如何加入Dbriefs德勤在线
1. 访问 www.deloitte.com/ap/dbriefs 
2. 点击网页右边栏目的 "Join Dbriefs"。 
3. 填妥所需资料。 
4. 从目录中选取适合您的网络讲座系列。 
5. 提交资料。

加入Dbriefs德勤在线后，您可以透过注册电子邮件的链接登记参加网络讲座。您只要注册过
一次网络讲座，日后只需输入邮箱地址便可快速登记及参加其他网络讲座，省时方便。

Dbriefsにユーザー登録するには
1. 下記のURLにアクセスしてください。 www.deloitte.com/ap/dbriefs 
2. 右コラムにある"Join Dbriefs"をクリックしてください。 
3. ユーザー情報を入力してください。 
4. メニューの中から興味のあるWebcastのシリーズを選んでください。 
5. ユーザー情報を保存して終了してください。

一度Dbriefsにユーザー登録をすると、以降、登録したメールアドレスのみで各Webcastへの登録
が可能になります。なお、初回のWebcast登録時のみ、個人情報の入力が求められますが、２回
目以降は"クイックログイン"にメールアドレスを入力するだけで、Webcastに登録することができ
ます。

CPE/CPD credits
You can request a Dbriefs Asia Pacific Attendance Record for webcasts you have  
attended. Visit www.deloitte.com/ap/dbriefs/cpe to find out the eligibility requirement 
in your jurisdiction and how to request the attendance record.

Dbriefs Mobile

About Deloitte

Deloitte refers to one or more of Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu Limited ("DTTL"), its global network of member firms, and 
their related entities (collectively, the "Deloitte organisation"). DTTL (also referred to as "Deloitte Global") and each of 
its member firms and related entities are legally separate and independent entities, which cannot obligate or bind each 
other in respect of third parties. DTTL and each DTTL member firm and related entity is liable only for its own acts and 
omissions, and not those of each other. DTTL does not provide services to clients. Please see www.deloitte.com/about 
to learn more. 

This communication contains general information only, and none of Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu Limited ("DTTL"), its 
global network of member firms or their related entities (collectively, the "Deloitte organisation") is, by means of this 
communication, rendering professional advice or services. Before making any decision or taking any action that may 
affect your finances or your business, you should consult a qualified professional adviser. 

No representations, warranties or undertakings (express or implied) are given as to the accuracy or completeness of 
the information in this communication, and none of DTTL, its member firms, related entities, employees or agents shall 
be liable or responsible for any loss or damage whatsoever arising directly or indirectly in connection with any person 
relying on this communication. DTTL and each of its member firms, and their related entities, are legally separate and 
independent entities.

© 2021. For information, contact Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu Limited.

Anticipating tomorrow's complex issues and new strategies is a challenge. Navigating 
what's next with Dbriefs that give you valuable insights on important  
developments affecting your business.

•	 Informative, with a variety of timely, relevant business topics aimed at an  
executive-level audience.

•	 Interactive, with immediate and measurable feedback through polls and surveys, 
including real-time benchmarking with your peers.

•	 Convenient, one hour live webcasts in the comfort of your own office.
•	 Flexible, offering archived webcasts available anytime, from anywhere, for 180 days 

after the live presentation.
•	 Educational, with Continuing Professional Education (CPE)/Continuing Professional 

Development (CPD) credit available towards career development (only available in 
some jurisdictions).

Watch Dbriefs live and archived webcasts on iPad, 
iPhone, and Andriod devices anywhere at your 
convenience. Stay connected with the most topical 
business issues at your fingertips while you are in 
transit at the airport, on the plane, commuting in the 
subway, or even at the gym. To learn more, visit
www.deloitte.com/ap/dbriefs/mobile


